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Overcoming Obstacles 
A deluge of bad weather has befallen our Project House 2023 
speculative build, but progress has been made despite the 
challenging climate.

Snow. Water. Mud. One 
of the heaviest winters in recorded 
history recently struck Utah, and 
things have gotten a little slushy for 
The Fox Group’s speculative build; 
however, the design firm is ready 
for all challenges. And while Mother 
Nature has left no option other than 
to halt progress on some parts of 
project, the team is proceeding 
ahead on others. “Due to the 
weather conditions, we’ve had to 
halt installation on the brick for the 
chimneys and porches, along with 
the stone,” says Cara, owner of The 
Fox Group. “Luckily, warmer months 
are ahead.” 

In lieu of working on the exterior, 
the focus has shifted to the 
interior. This includes finalizing 
the electrical and wire placement, 
plumbing, and heating, along with 
details like cabinetry and tile. It 
goes to show that bad weather 
is nothing in the face of a little 
creative planning! 
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Take a peek into the future of the speculative build’s interiors  
with this mood board for the powder bathroom. 

This mood board is chock-full of warm details underscored by a rich moodiness. Cara breaks down her vision for the 
elegant space, showing how maximalist details can have big impact in a small room. 

• EDGY ELEGANCE. Cara’s focus was on bringing a 
subtle moodiness and edge to the bathroom for its 
proximity to a more masculine-style theater room. She 
did this by using medium-warm gray tones paired with 
a darker cream color. “Gray is going to be used on the 
flooring, trim and countertops,” Cara says. “The cream 
tone will be found on the walls.” Brass plumbing and 
fixtures bring in even more warmth. 

• OVER THE COUNTER. The countertops are gray 
Italian Basalt. “I used the same material to create the 
backsplash, which adds another layer of detail and 
protection to the walls,” Cara says. 

• TIMELESS TECHNIQUE. Vertical tongue-and-
groove paneling adds subtle texture to the walls. 
The technique, which dates to the early 1800s, is 
timeless enough that it works well in both modern 
and traditional homes. For consistency, the tongue-
and-groove concept is featured on the vanity cabinet 
faces. Cara added a subtle star-shaped detail for a bit 
more character.

• DARK FLORAL. Cara plans on styling the bathroom 
with some artwork from The Fox Shop. The piece 
shown is called “Quietude” and was selected for its 
soft gray and pink floral color palette. 

84

OVERALL DESIGN
BASEMENT POWDER

SHOWER/TUB 
PLUMBING

FAUCET

CUSTOM COLOR & 
BRASS SCONCE

TONGUE & GROOVE WALLS

HAND TOWEL 
RING

TOWEL HOOK

PAPER HOLDER

DOOR 
HARDWARE

BRASS MIRROR

BASALT COUNTERTOPS

TILE FLOORS

T&G COLOR

SHOWER WALLS

PRELIMIARY VANITY DESIGN

CABINET KNOB 
W/ STAR 

BACKPLATE

BASE BOARD &  
CROWN & VANITY 

COLOR

ARTWORK

Get Cara’s tips on how to deal 
with project setbacks. Scan the 
code with your phone for more!
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