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A stunning speculative home filled with traditional 
details and whimsical twists is the focus of our 
Project House 2023. Join the journey to see this 
home go from rendering to move-in ready.

Project House Part 2

First  
Impressions

W R I T T E N  B Y  A U T U M N  K R A U S E
 P H OTO G R A P H Y  B Y  L I N D S AY  S A L A Z A R ,  
R E B E K A H  W E S TO V E R  A N D  S C OT T  D AV I S 

A home’s exterior and entryway 
are its first impressions. They hint at 

what’s to come within the home and give a warm welcome to 

all who approach, suggesting that those who enter leave as 

friends. Our 2023 Project House’s spec house by The Fox Group 

now has mood boards and blueprints for its exterior and entry-

way, and they exude warmth, elegance and upscale details. 

CURB APPEAL
The home is very Old American Farmhouse in style, with 

touches of cottage charm. Brick, clapboard siding and stone 

create a compelling exterior, while planter boxes, brass hard-

ware, and copper chimney pot details add charm. 

Tom and Cara Fox of The Fox Group, our design and build 

partners for our 2023 Project House in Utah, share their vision 

for this special project.

“Tom and I had a vision for the exterior pretty quickly. The 

entry and exterior both have lots of character and make won-

derful first impressions.” Cara says. “We first knew we wanted it 

to have stone, which is one of our favorite elements. Then we 

wanted it to feel warm and inviting, so we added in the front 

porch and copper elements.”  The copper warms up the stone 

and nothing is more inviting than a big front porch. Architec-

turally speaking, the center chimney adds a quirky yet beautiful 

allure. The couple are bona-fide historophiles, and Cara notes, 

“A center chimney would have also been practical for an old 

home as well, since it would warmth in the center of the home. 

We enjoy having these nods to the past.” 
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RENDERINGS. The nice thing about seeing blueprints is that they  
can be refined, and they effectively communicate the size and  
layout of the home. They are a great way to communicate the 
bigger picture for all parties involved. 

A MAGIC TOUCH. All of Tom and Cara’s previous projects 
exude the best of artisanship, style and sophistication.
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Project House Part 2

If Cara described the foyer entrance in two words it would be vintage traditional. 

“Think a nod to the American farmhouse of old while still feeling fresh and current,” 

she says. Notable elements include a black-and-white checkered floor, which is a hy-

brid between European and an Old American New English style. A long hallway-style 

foyer leads to a grand staircase, creating an iconic architectural moment. Blue floral 

wallpaper adds a vintage charm. “I envision it being embellished with traditional art 

in gold frames to add depth, character and personality to the space,” Cara says.  

• ARTO is known for making rustic and elegantly handmade 

ceramic and concrete tiles. Owned by a father and his two sons, 

ARTO’s products are made to order in Los Angeles with raw ma-

terials that are sourced locally. Glazes, molds and even shipping 

pallets are made at their factory. Visit arto.com. 

• Clara Jean Design is the brainchild of a mother/daughter duo who 

asked themselves: What if we combine our talents and see what 

happens? Shauna Little, founder and owner, is a talented clothing 

designer. Afton Harding, creative director, is an artistic genius. 

Together they create a plethora of charming designs applicable to 

any surface, including wallpaper. Visit clarajean.design.

• Charles P. Rogers is the longest continuously operating bedding 

manufacturing and retail company in the United States. Since 

1855, Charles P. Rogers continues operations to this day and will 

provide beds to our Utah house. Visit charlesprogers.com.

• Emtek has statement-making kitchen and door hardware to per-

sonalize your spaces with stylish design and exceptional finishes. 

Visit emtek.com.

• Ozark Custom Door Co.  was founded by the husband-and-wife 

team of Tyler and Stefanie Ceola. Their passion for crafting hand-

made custom doors with a personal touch and exceptional quality 

make for doors that stand the test of time and the elements to 

become a timeless treasure. Visit ozarkcustomdoors.com. 

• Rugs.com has become synonymous with excellent selection, style 

and service when you need a rug. With 24-hour/7-days-a-week 

customer service, fast and free delivery and free returns, you 

can’t go wrong. Visit rugs.com. 

• Schaub and Company is cabinet hardware created with  

passion and expert craftsmanship. Every piece is rich in design 

and details that will make your home truly stand apart.  

Visit schaubandcompany.com. 

• Woodgrain has been family owned and operated for over  

65 years. Woodgrain is the largest millwork manufacturer  

in the United States. Gorgeous crown molding and baseboards  

are just two of their wood trims that elevate any room.  

Visit woodgrain.com.

Spotlight on Our Sponsors 
Thanks to these generous sponsors, Project House Utah is right on schedule. 

A LITTLE MOODY. Mood boards 
are a part of the Fox Group design 
process. “The boards are like the 
ultimate wishlist,” Cara says. “They 
have all the ideas and some special 
and specific elements, but can also 
modified throughout the process 
due to budget or evolving construc-
tion factors.” 

INSPO BOARD. Clients often find 
mood boards helpful in under-
standing the overall vision of a 
home prior to breaking ground. “As 
designers, we refer to mood boards 
in a practical way to see what is 
desired, what has been chosen 
already and what still needs to be 
done,” Cara says. 

  The entry 

and exterior 

both have lots 

of character. 

They make 

wonderful     

 first  
impressions.

“

”  

Old World beauty  
intermingles with 

fashion-forward design 
choices, making the 

home’s first impressions 
ones that will last long 

after you leave. 
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