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Like it o not, you really do only get one chanceio
make ahirst impression This trusm holds ot ol
sway L the designworkd, and it definitely influ-
ences the work of Tom and Cara Fox . principals of
The Fox Group in 5alt Lake City. This couple de-
signs and builds some of most beauti ful resid ene-
es in Uiah, their new Gimi ly home among them.
Located intony Holladay, the grand house and
gardens i nepire awe rom the get-go. And that's
exactly what the Foxes intended. "TUssoimponam
1o get the first impeession aght,” Tom says,

Peer down tows of soldier-like hombeam trees
and sculpied boxwood, past formal flower beds
and around a circle drive centered by a tiered
stone fountan, and youll catch your first glimpse

of the Fox's stately, shing le-sidied residence. The
immediate i mpression of permanence and Euro-

pean elegance makes you suspect the owners have

a thing for trad itonal style and gracious design.
Yiou'd be rght. “We love coeating beautiful, time-
less homes.” Carasays

Ifthe lormal gardens and dassic exterior details
don’t conyving e you how important first impees-
sions are 1o the Foxes, the home's entry should do
the wick. “We're big on entrances” says Tom, who
based the home'sdesgn around a circular foyer.
“It"s not the best use of space or money, but it was

very imporiani io us, and we wanied it io be the
best pan of the home.” To that end, the couple de-
signed the loor with European white oak planks
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Chant e ncirele o rose compass motif et (s center, An He eringbone -patte rnied osk Hoors— e i unsanded
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that Fol lows a curved, paneled wall and leads to a
siconl=leve ] nnding, This is the home's only stal -
wiel |, which is unuswil for howses of stodlar size
el s tyle by ploally equi pped with e secondary,
B ck-of-the house stad rease, "We love this foyver so
v h s wiand to use and enjoy iU every Hme we
goupand down the stairs,” Cace say s, This ceflects
one of the couple’s kiy design philosophies. "A lot
of people's muost beaw b ul spices ace those they
e less freguently, but we think those used mos
olten showld e the most special,” Tomoes pladns,
Truthis, all of the home's spaces are mxcep-
Honal, just notas dressy as those up front, Take
i bew steps beyond the muacbled ent oy and stately

fencier, and your posture sasesever so slightly,
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i olel Paeisian at—lend wooa casial, moderitely
slze d family room, where deep-seated sofas amd
fooweogee choad es Face o beautibel, dle-Beced Bre place,
"Ieidn'twant a two-story Camily coom ot Beels
ety wnd big " Cara says This is where the Fox
clam gathers and lives, She aod Tom raded outa
formal Hving room, and i nstead, garbed the family
rooi with goodies— traditional paneling, Bnely
crafbed buili-ins and beloved ari—that make the
sprpce ot only special for che Damdly, but guest-
worthy, as well,

The wdjacent, European-intluenced kitchen s
arpguably the mostsiviking ol the home's rooms—
prroal thit in the hiveds of o pro, a Function
[oFwin bd spisce sinn be s specae il s iy oLher,
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Tam and Carn Fox with their chibdran (e o rght) Kale, Tommy.,
Jdafinnie, Lol and Fao b,

Equippaed with butcher-block baking centecs at each

i ivil, Lhe white, marble-topped island spans 18 feet.

Behind it, o large Licanche French ramge is crowned by

s enormouws hood sdormed with vintage oil paintings.
"I 'wanted the style and scale ol anold choteao's wilk-in

freplace,” Carg exploins, Brass-and-glass bistro shelves

olfter easy access Lo everyday white dishes, and a brick

pizza oven serves aulhentic sty le as well as plzzas here

prul to nearby patio. "Every kitchen shoould have toe -

lezss wppe sl aond modern functionality,” Carssiys, —
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A brilliwnt Blue s coom, charming dining room,

b offce, kids' stwdy hall, thester and pame coom

coiied ot the cemmainder of the main oo Motsbly, —=

B

there 18 oo basement, "We like having the kids close

g

by vl this s o g rest plaoo for entertaining,” Tom

|

explutos, Al of the bedromms, including o luxurioos

I

st e suite—a mch treasueed reteeat Cor Tom amd

Car g—resiche upstairs,

Hoom to rooim, windows are [l FiE TR L Lo e -

hoome's wppeal, deawing inodezez ling natucal Hght and ] ;
-
{ - i
Fra i i views of the estate's picturesgue gaedens, pool .’;-_l -
.J". =
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andd patios, “The architecture takes the Front seat with

views inmind,” Tom says, From the ouside, the house -
| 1 E T §ox cam
wvd 108 Daovd seape e decided by Foemal, and indoors, it's # -
i 1, an {he =) ! }
combortabbe and foviting "It Hves as our family does, i Chae ANt souards dnd fia

s dhaiign alsmean|

1 18 hsime

say s Tom. For themselves, as well those Por whom
Tormaid Cacw desigonoand bulld homes, that's how the
ot e measures thelr success, 1l
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near tha Echen, the kids” study
Rall fealuras Duii-mn gasks
arafied by Christophar Sooll.

An miigue door trom a Franch
ailhadeal lamms willi Marivan
slar ighls 1o anifmaie o serdna
upsairs Ralteay.

Daksy and Duka, 1he Tamily s
gakdan relrmavars, 3l al alenian
i fradl &f a hanging daybed on
s back pordh.

Emity Brooks Waymeani
Enyarad irirmersd Do woad wilh
Haureshing hydrargan busthas
in ona of the landscape's many
apsdlacular ganders
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